Green buildings get
boost from report

Government study finds eco construction offers
financial, health benefits and a bright future

by Anne Gibson

Green buildings are worth 40 per cent more
than conventional buildings and are much
to maintain and more efficient.

. 50 says a report from the Mindstry for the
snvirenment which commissionad stindy
on sustainable buildings firom Davicd
Fullbrook and Quentin Jackson of bullding
selence and engineering o Cubed Consulting
and Graeme Finlay of archiiects Warren anid

Mahoney,

The authors found groen buildings more
gconomic to run and healthier and more com.
farable to work in because they offered ten.
ants and oceupants cleansr air ang mioie
natural light,

Warren and Mahaney said mors than $100
million warth of development by the coms
pany's clients was tiow being devaloped
tnder a green protocel and the demand fur
ehvironmentally sustainahle commercial
EI;:I eonununity biildings was rising stoad:

| "The anthors of the minisiry stody found
soaring electricity costs and more user
charges ke carbon taxes wonld mean. green
;i'lﬂld.ings wold become increasingly atfract:
v

"The future for sustainable building n
New Yealand is bright,” the authors o
cluded, i
+ lan Mitchell of property consultants DT%
in Wellington said the demaned for green
Buildings was rising, particalarly from’ the
Government soctor which required its T
Huildings to mest standards of eificienty and

Towet enargy consiumption,

The ministry study frund green bukldings
move intrinsteally sconomie to ron over ihite
whole lifetime becarse of reduced waste and
more efficiency in the use of land, ENTEY,
water and materials. J

People working In these buildings wers
more productive and the structures were
more saptable, durable and Mexible,

The report highlighted the need for (he
state to pave the way bul said the suceess of
the eoncept would ultimately rely on coim-
meriial developers,

"Government and the public secior can
play aleading role in sustainable Biuilding but
the longerterm success of sustainable huild-
Ing will also depend on its adoption by the
private sector,” the report sald.

Large commeteial projects which hive
won the Property Couneils nrize for green
buildings — sponsored by the Energy
Effictency Conservation Anthority — include
Landears Research's buildlng on the Undvers-
ity of Ancldand’s Tamal canps which toalk
the prize last vear for measupres which
include composting teilets, reduced-flow
tollet handbasins, ralowater eolloctlon anil
an on-site wind furbine.

The 2004 winner was the Gare Multisport
Complex which used waste heat fvom an loe
rink to heaf an adjacent swimming poal,

W New Zealand's Green Building Council
was sof up last vear,

Its establishiment chair is Peter Dow. of
Wellington  and it webslte s
wWwwW.nzghe.orgng

FVE TO FOLLOW

A Govemment study focused on five green
buildings, held up to be some of the
untry’s most advanced:
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